
Plan for writing an essay on Poems  
Question: Compare how love is presented in Hour and one other 

poem from ‘Relationships’. 
 

 

 

In ‘Hour’ Duffy uses metaphors to express her views on 
love. She writes, ‘Love’s time’s beggar’. This line implies 
that when people are in love they want to have as 
much time as possible and that time seems to pass too 
quickly. So Duffy personifies love as someone who begs 
for more time. Similarly ‘In Paris With You’ uses a 
metaphor to express how love can sometimes seem like 
a prison. Fenton writes, ‘I’m a hostage.’ Here he implies 
that love has had a negative impact and that he is 
trying to escape from a relationship. Both poems use 
metaphors to express very different views on love, 
positive and negative.  

 

Duffy’s poem is a sonnet. We can tell this from the 
number of lines and the way that it is arranged in a 
traditional sonnet form of three quatrains and a 
couplet, ending with, ‘but love spins gold, gold, gold 
from straw.’ The couplet sums up the message in the 
poem, how love battles with time and creates 
something special. On the other  hand, ‘In Paris With 
You’ is in the form of a love song with the verse, chorus 
and bridge and each stanza begins and ends the same 
way: ‘Don’t talk to me... I’m in Paris with you.’ In fact, 
In Paris... seems more like an anti-love song and it goes 
against our expectations of the description of Paris as 
a city of romance. 
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Both poems deal with love but in very different ways. 
‘Hour’ sets up a kind of conflict between love and time 
and suggests that love means that here and now is all 
important and that ‘nothing dark will end our shining 
hour.’ However, ‘In Paris with You’ tries to avoid all of 
the usual clichés about both Paris and love: ‘say sod off 
to sodding Notre Dame.’ All that the speaker wants is 
a ‘sleazy / Old hotel room.’ The speaker here is 
suggesting that he has been hurt in the past and is 
interested in a more physical relationship. He takes a 
more flippant attitude to live, refusing to take it 
seriously. Whereas ‘Hour’ is romantic, ‘In Paris With 
You’ is more cynical about love.  


