
 ‘How does the speaker in the poem feel about aging and how are those feelings 
presented?’ 

Death in poetry is presented in many different ways. The poem ‘Let me Die a 
Youngman’s Death’ by Roger McGough is about a man talking about how he wants 
to die, and thinking about growing old, and how he doesn’t want to just accept death; 
he wants to die in an exciting way, not the conventional, boring, peaceful way most 
people go. He gives different examples about how he could die - all of these 
humorous. These examples contrast with the age examples he presents because 
he’s talking about exciting , wild things that the reader can’t imagine an old man 
doing, like coming back from an ‘allnight party’. This is effective as the reader 
imagines the bizarre image of a 73 year old man ‘partying’ all night. 

The speaker talks a little about religion, and is almost rebelling against the accepted 
deaths for old people. He mentions that he doesn’t want to have a ‘free from sin’ 
death, and sounds persistent about how he wants to ‘die a youngmans death’, the 
speaker also mentions the words ‘holywater’ and ‘angels’. This religious theme (that 
runs through the poem) contrasts massively with the theme of adventure and wild 
activities, this big contrast seems bizarre to the reader, and adds humour to death 
which is usually an uncomfortable topic for people to talk and think about, it also 
emphasizes the unusual contrasting idea of a ‘youngmans’ death. 

The poet uses the word ‘good – tumour’ which is ambiguous, because tumours aren’t 
usually considered a good thing, but he is trying to make it humorous by playing on 
the phrase ‘good – humour’ and he is trying to put a light hearted, comical spin on 
death. This makes the poem sound more conversational, as if the poet is really 
talking to the audience, making them relate more to the speaker. This phrase also 
seems to be talking about how some people possibly accept tumours as a ‘good’ way 
to die, and sit back and accept death, but he wants to grow old and die in an wild, fun 
way. 
 
He talks about ‘bright red sports cars’ and ‘allnight parties’ and ‘gangsters’ which are 
words linked with youth and wild nights and ‘good times’, this is the way he wants to 
die, going against the traditional ‘what a nice way to go death’ This seems strange to 
the reader, as most people don’t want to be active and partying at an old age, and 
puts emphasis on the strange view he has on death. By using this phrase (‘what a 
nice way to go death’) the poem seems more conversational and as if he is talking 
directly to the audience which makes it easier for the audience to understand, and 
they relate to him more.  
 
The poet has also run words together, and made up words, for example ‘youngmans’ 
and ‘allnight’, this makes the poem sound more informal and makes it easier to 
understand. He constantly repeats the phrase ‘youngmans death’ which isn’t a 
specific thing, but that’s how he makes it sounds. He has an image in his mind of 
how ‘young people’ die, and he wants to die in this way. 
 
He repeats the words ‘When I’m’ and ‘Let me’ which shows that he is thinking about 
the future and death. ‘Let me’ sounds almost desperate, like he is begging someone 
to let him die in the way he wants and avoid the ‘boring’ death he fears so much. He 
sounds vulnerable when he says this, showing what he is scared of – dying old, but 
then he tries to cover up his fear by using humorous examples. 



 
The poem doesn’t have a specific rhyme scheme, and line length, which shows that 
the poem may be modern. The poem starts by the speaker talking about how he 
wants to die a ‘youngmans death’. This idea develops in the first line of each stanza 
as he becomes more specific about how old he will be and how he will die, the ages 
he gives in each stanza also increases as the end of the poem becomes near, which 
is the only sort of structure in the poem, the chronological increase of age. There is 
no real pattern of rhyme scheme or line length in the poem, making the poem seem 
random, which fits in with the speakers desire for a random, wild death. The last line 
of the poem talks about what the speaker really doesn’t want – a ‘what a nice way to 
go death’. He has left this thought to the last line, which gives the impression that this 
is a last resort, and something he really doesn’t want to think about or focus on, 
whereas the phrase ‘youngmans death’ is in the first stanza, and repeated in the 
poem, and emphasized as a phrase, because it doesn’t exist. This shows that a 
‘youngmans’ death, and an exciting death is his preferred, desired way to die.  


